
Suggested service of recognition for certified church musicians

This service may be conducted during the Service for the Lord's Day immediately following the sermon.  The leader faces the congregation and begins:
There are different gifts, 

but it is the same spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God,

but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through different people in different ways,

But is the same God whose purposes are achieved through them all.
Each one is given a gift by the Spirit,

To use for the common good.
Together we are the body of Christ,

and individually members of him.
With our different gifts, we are together a ministry of reconciliation led by the risen Christ.  We work and pray to make the church useful in the world, and we call people to faith, so that, in the end, every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God Almighty.

Within our common ministry, some members are chosen for particular work.  We recognize these special ministries, remembering what our Lord Jesus said:  Whoever among you wants to be great must become the servant of all, and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of all.

Friends,

through diligent study and examination, through faith and prayer, N. has achieved status, through the Presbyterian Association of Musicians, as a Certified Church Musician (or Certified Associate Church Musician or Certified Colleague in Church Music) in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Today we honor him/her and recognize his/her work among us.  We pray that his/her gifts will continue to inform our worship and his/her teaching our life and work.

The leader addresses the certified musician, saying:
Do you, N., promise, relying on the grace of God, to use your talents, abilities, and status as a Certified Church Musician (or Certified Associate Church Musician or Certified Colleague in Church Music) to work with diligence and enthusiasm, with intelligence and imagination, with compassion and love to serve faithfully Christ and the church?

I do.
Then the leader stands with the certified musician, faces the congregation, and says:
Do we, the presbytery of __________________, promise to affirm and support N.'s work among us, rejoicing with him/her in this new achievement?

We do.
Let us pray:

We thank you that in our day

you are still claiming men and women

for special work within the church.

God of life,

you filled the world with beauty.

Thank you for artists who see clearly,

who with trained skill

can paint, shape, sing or play your truth to us.

Keep them attentive

and ready to applaud the wonder of your works,

finding in the world signs of the love

revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Create in those who instruct your people

a mind to study your Word,

and good understanding,

so that we may all learn your truth

and do it gladly;

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Master.
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As N. has dedicated himself/herself to us,

let us pledge ourselves to him/her,

so that, surrounded by affection and hope,

embraced by wide margins of grace,

he/she may grow in wisdom,

mature in love,

and always be a faithful worker,

approved by Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The grace and truth of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all.

An appropriate hymn may be sung:
328  All Praise to God for Song God Gives

264  When In Our Music God Is Glorified

486  When the Morning Stars Together Their Creator's Glory Sang

490  With Glad, Exuberant Carolings

